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Thank you for joining us for worship today! We are honored that you are with us. We pray that the 

Word of God you hear will strengthen your faith and increase your love for the Lord! Please fill out a 

“Welcome to Worship” card (found in the hymnal racks) and place it in an offering plate, located 

near the sanctuary doors, as you leave worship. If you are a guest, know that we are thankful you 

have joined us and hope that you will join us again soon.  

 

After six weeks of Lent, the Christian Year now reaches its climax. The 

Paschal Triduum celebrates the celebration of the suffering, death, and 

resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. The word Paschal comes from the 

Hebrew word for Passover, and Triduum is Latin for three days. The three 

days of the Paschal Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter 

Sunday) form one unit – three parts of one continuous worship experience. 

The Paschal Triduum recounts the dramatic happenings of our Savior’s 

suffering, death, and resurrection for the salvation of the world. No more 

important events have ever taken place.  

 

 
I can walk through a cemetery where loved ones are buried. What do I feel? 

Sadness as I think of their departure? Fear that I will soon join them? Without 

the resurrection of Jesus, I fear death and I continue to cry. But he lives, and it 

makes a difference. Jesus is the resurrection first fruits for the harvest of 

humanity. Dead is not dead forever. Death is not final at all! My deceased 

Christian loved ones are not gone forever. I will see them again. Jesus will do 

what he promised. He dries my tears. He takes away my fears. 
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Text: Stephen P. Starke, b. 1955  ©  1995 Stephen P. Starke; admin. Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Tune: Besançon (8 7 9 8 8 7). 



 

 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Christ is risen! 

He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

Rejoice now, all you heavenly choirs of angels; rejoice now, all creation! 

Sound forth, trumpet of salvation, and proclaim the triumph of our King! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, 7th cent.; tr. Joel W. Lundeen, 1918–1990 

Tune: plainsong, 10th cent.; adapt. Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485–after 1546 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709159 

Tune: Public domain 

 

 

Rejoice too, all the earth, in the radiance of this light now poured out upon you and made 

brilliant by the brightness of the everlasting King!  

Know that the ancient darkness has been forever banished. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Rejoice, O Church of Christ, clothed in the brightness of this light!  

Let all this house of God ring out with rejoicing, with the praises of all God’s faithful 

people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, through your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, you overcame death and opened 

to us the gate of everlasting life. We humbly pray that we may live before you in righteousness 

and purity forever; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In that day you will say: “I will praise you, LORD. Although you were angry with me, your 

anger has turned away and you have comforted me. 2Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and 

not be afraid. The LORD, the LORD himself, is my strength and my defense; he has become my 

salvation.” 3With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.  
4In that day you will say: “Give praise to the LORD, proclaim his name; make known among 

the nations what he has done, and proclaim that his name is exalted. 5Sing to the LORD, for he 

has done glorious things; let this be known to all the world. 6Shout aloud and sing for joy, 

people of Zion, for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.”  

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



 

 

Don’t you know that a little yeast leavens the whole batch of dough? 7 Get rid of the old 

yeast, so that you may be a new unleavened batch—as you really are. For Christ, our Passover 

lamb, has been sacrificed. 8 Therefore let us keep the Festival, not with the old bread leavened 

with malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 
 

Sing to the LORD, you / saints of his; 

praise his / holy name. 

For his anger lasts only a / moment, 

but his favor lasts a / lifetime; 

weeping may remain / for a night, 

but rejoicing comes in the / morning.    Refrain 

 

To you, O / LORD, I called; 

to the Lord I cried for / mercy: 

“Hear, O LORD, and be merci- / ful to me; 

O LORD, / be my help.” 

You turned my wailing into / dancing, 

that my heart may sing to you and not be / silent. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 



 

 

 

 
1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb 

and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2So she came running to Simon 

Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the 

tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” 
3So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4Both were running, but the other 

disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent over and looked in at the strips of 

linen lying there but did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight 

into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7as well as the cloth that had been 

wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 
8Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and 

believed. 9(They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 
10Then the disciples went back to where they were staying. 

11Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 
12and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the 

other at the foot. 
13They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” 
14At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was 

Jesus. 
15He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” 

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where 

you have put him, and I will get him.” 
16Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 

She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”). 
17Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to 

my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 

God.’” 
18Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told 

them that he had said these things to her. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
1I will exalt you, LORD, for you lifted me out of the depths and did not let my enemies gloat 

over me. 2LORD my God, I called to you for help, and you healed me. 3You, LORD, brought me up 

from the realm of the dead; you spared me from going down to the pit. 
4Sing the praises of the LORD, you his faithful people; praise his holy name. 5For his anger 

lasts only a moment, but his favor lasts a lifetime; weeping may stay for the night, but rejoicing 

comes in the morning. 
6When I felt secure, I said, “I will never be shaken.” 7LORD, when you favored me, you made 

my royal mountain stand firm; but when you hid your face, I was dismayed. 
8To you, LORD, I called; to the Lord I cried for mercy: 9“What is gained if I am silenced, if I 

go down to the pit? Will the dust praise you? Will it proclaim your faithfulness? 10Hear, LORD, 

and be merciful to me; LORD, be my help.” 
11You turned my wailing into dancing; you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy, 

12that my heart may sing your praises and not be silent. LORD my God, I will praise you forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–1887, alt. 

Tune: Latin, c. 1100; adapt. Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, Wittenberg, 1524, ed. Johann Walter 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

O Christ, you are our life and our light. In your rising, you have defeated death. You are our 

defense and salvation. 

By dying you destroyed our death! By rising you restored our life! 

 



 

Stir our hearts that we may rejoice in your resurrection daily. Encourage us since your victory 

over sin, death and Satan is now our victory forever. 

By dying you destroyed our death! By rising you restored our life! 

 

We praise you, O Lord, and we proclaim that your name is exalted. Use us as the heralds of 

your grace to proclaim your salvation to those near and far who need to know you. 

By dying you destroyed our death! By rising you restored our life! 

 

Give your special blessing to those who proclaim your resurrection in word and song. Let your 

Holy Spirit move those who speak and sing, and create and strengthen faith in the hearts of 

those who hear. 

By dying you destroyed our death! By rising you restored our life! 

 

Give comfort and hope to the families and friends of those you have taken to yourself in the 

past year. Refresh their faith and dry their tears with the gospel of your resurrection and your 

victory shared with us. 

By dying you destroyed our death! By rising you restored our life! 

 

Have mercy on the dismayed, the suffering, and those who are burdened with illness of mind 

or body. Set their hearts on you and on things above, where one day we will all join you in 

glory. 

By dying you destroyed our death! By rising you restored our life! 

 

Risen Lord, as we celebrate your resurrection, raise us again from the death of the soul and 

renew us by your Holy Spirit; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Risen Christ, our stronghold, our sure defense and our Savior, refresh our hearts with the living 

water of your gospel and cheer our hearts with the shout of your victory. Dry our tears as we 

deal with the hardships and tragedies of this world and lift up our heads that we see you as our 

risen Teacher, Savior and Friend. You live and reign with your Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence 

without fault and with great joy—to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power, and 

authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! 

Amen. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 


